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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The priority papers filed on 01/20/2004 have been received. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3,7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fukushima et al. (US Patent # 6,292,489). 

Regarding claim 1, Fukushima teaches communication system for 
supporting reservation of network resources (Fig. 1) comprising: a plurality of 
terminals (2,11 of Fig. 1); and a relaying device (2, 11 of Fig. 1) operable to 
perform priority control of packets based on priority set to each of the packets 
to relay among said plurality of terminals, wherein each of said plurality of 
terminals (2,11 of Fig. 1) comprises: a communication-managing table (4) 
operable to store communication information of both own terminal and a 
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communication partner thereof, both the own terminal and the communication 
partner being included among said plurality of terminals (column 4, lines 15- 
39) ; a packet-transmitting unit ( 11) operable to set each of the packets 
priority according to the communication information stored on said 
communication-managing table (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 41- 
61); a packet-receiving unit (2) operable to receive the packets (column 4, 
lines 14-16); and a link-managing unit (5) operable to update, when link 
condition of the own terminal changes, the priority of each of the packets 
whose source terminal is the own terminal, the priority of each of the packets 
being included in the communication information stored on said 
communication-managing table (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 41- 
61). 

Regarding claim 2, Fukushima further teaches priority-assigning unit (9) 
operable to manage, and when requested assign, priority of packets of each 
of said plurality of terminals (2, 1 1) wherein each of said plurality of terminals 
acquires from said priority-assigning unit priority that is set to packets whose 
source terminal is the own terminal (column 5, lines 27-39 and column 6, lines 
32-42). 

Regarding claim 3, Fukushima further teaches that, when the link condition of the 
own terminal changes, the own terminal acquires from the priority- assigning unit new 
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priority that is set to the packets whose source terminal is the own terminal and updated 
priority of the packets whose source terminal is the own terminal to the new priority 
(column 9, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 7, Fukushima teaches a terminal (Fig. 1) 
comprising a communication-managing table (4) operable to store 
communication information of both own terminal and a communication partner 
thereof (column 4,lines 15-38); a packet-transmitting unit (1 1) operable to set 
each of packets priority according to the communication information stored on 
said communication-managing table (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 
41-61); a packet-receiving unit (2) operable to receive the packets (column 
4,lines 14-16); and a link-managing unit (5) operable to update, when link 
condition of the own terminal changes, the priority of each of the packets 
whose source terminal is the own terminal, the priority of each of the packets 
being included in the communication information stored on said 
communication-managing table (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 41- 
61). 

Regarding claim 8, Fukushima teaches a communication method for 
supporting reservation of network resources, the communication method 
comprising: storing, in each of said plurality of terminals, communication 
information of both own terminal and a communication partner thereof 
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(column 4, lines 15-38) ; setting a packet priority according to the stored 
communication information (column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 41-61); 
transmitting the packet set the priority (column 4, lines 61-63); receiving the 
packet set the priority (column 4, lines 14-16); and updating, when link 
condition of the own terminal changes, the priority of packets whose source 
terminal is the own terminal, the priority being included in the stored 
communication information(column 4, lines 15-26 and column 4, lines 41-61). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukushima et al. (US Patent # 6,292,489) as applied to claim 1 above, in view of 
Matsubara et al. (US Patent 6,693,875). 

Regarding claim 5, Fukushima further discloses wherein the link-managing unit 
of each of the plurality of terminals judges that the link condition changes when 
connection between the own terminal and the switch changes (column 9, lines 50-60). 
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Fukushima fails to explicitly teach that the relaying device is a base station of a wireless 
LAN. However, Matsubara discloses that the relaying device is a base station of a 
wireless LAN (column 17, line 66-column 18, lines 1-9). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the teachings of Fukushima to include the feature that the relaying device is a base 
station of a wireless LAN such as the one taught by Matsubara in order to be able to 
have wireless access to end users such as computer users. 

Claim 6 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art of made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

Matsubara et al. (US Patent # 7,123,914) discloses communication network 
system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Boakye whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3183. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30am to 6:00pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham, can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The Fax number is (571) 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PUBLIC PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Electronic Business Center (EBC) numbers at 866-217- 
9197 and 703-305-3028. 
Alexander Boakye 
Patent ExamiiieF 




